Winter Newsletter
NEED TO KNOW:
•

N O V E M B E R
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AWARE hosts a
low– or no-cost
spay/neuter clinic
one Sunday a
month. You can

A BUSY YEAR OF TRIALS and GROWTH

help!
•

Several adorable
puppies are ready
for adoption. More
details inside

•

As always, financial
donations can be
made via the website at ANIMAL
AWARE. ORG
(now rebuilt and
going strong!)
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Greetings everyone! 2015 has
been a busy year for AWARE.
Some good things, some bad
things. We put the bad things
behind, said goodbye to some
people, and figured out what
lessons could be learned. The
dog numbers have remained stable around the
330 mark, and the resident cat
population has dropped
slightly to around 70 thanks
to an amazing run of cat adoptions. There’s more than enough
to keep our minds focused on
the positive. The Hound Heights
family has grown also with the
addition of Charlie the elderly
donkey and Flicka the frisky
young mare, bringing a welcome
dose of that special equine elegance.
We have been very fortunate
with a whole series of excellent
volunteers, some of whom
helped steady AWARE through
this year’s stormy waters, and as
always there’s only one thing we
can say: we’d never manage to
do this without you! We are also

very happy to welcome veterinarian Karin de Wit. It’s great to
have an on-site vet at last,
especially one as calm and competent as Karin. We are as always very grateful for the continuing support of veterinarians
Dr Julio Linares and Dra
Sonia Aragon. Plus we cur-

Through the ups and downs, there
are always the animals to keep us
feeling positive.

rently have the benefit of professional help from not one but
two budding graphic designers, Diego Ranero and
Aimee Cano, both producing
excellent material to enhance
the presentation of AWARE’s
public image.

One very positive, inspirational
and significant event stands out,
especially for the remaining founders of AWARE: The Pamela
Hirst-Prinz Quarantine Area
was completed and is in efficient
use, with the memorial plaque
proudly affixed at the door. All
largely thanks to AWARE stalwart
Brad, who donated the bulk of the
funding, and even shifted a big
man’s share of the earth during
construction.
A full and occasionally difficult
year, yes, and a formative one.
Many good things have resulted
including some order at last in
AWARE’s Facebook presence,
thanks to David Rack and of
course Nina Köffler – and with
the continuing help of all our donors, friends, helpers, supporters
and volunteers, we are optimistic
about prospects for 2016. Thank
you one and all for your support and encouragement.
You are AWARE!

So Many Helpers! So Much Thanks!
We always have so many people to thank, people without whose hard work, dedication and
financial support AWARE would never have survived over the years. We owe it all to you, and
you are just too numerous to mention individually. Among many outstanding contributions this
year we’d like to mention: SPCA-I, who provided the funding for much-needed stainless steel
kennels for the Clinic; the loyalty and generosity of our Canadian fundraisers whose efforts enabled the completion of the Quarantine Area and the provision of an abundance of toys for the
cats; the amazing folk at People Saving Animals (PSA) for their invaluable veterinary support; and
Galeria Arte in California for their energetic and always imaginative fund-raising efforts.

PAGE

2

Angela Kerslake has
been a very important
contributor to AWARE,
not only through her
regular help as a volunteer, but also by hosting
fundraisers in her native
Canada. Read more to
see if it’s something you
might consider doing
yourself. Sounds like a
blast and all for a great
cause.

“Until he extends
the circle of his

Keeping the Fun in Fund-Raising
I love volunteering at Animal
AWARE. Whether I am helping
care for the sick animals in the
clinic, spending time with the
cats in the shelter or walking
dogs, I find it so rewarding. If I
could, I would be volunteering
on a weekly basis at AWARE
but given that I live in Canada
and not Guatemala, I have to be
content with volunteering at the
AWARE shelter once or twice a
year. I have however, found
another way that I can help the
animals at AWARE when I am
not in Guatemala and that is by
holding an annual fundraiser
here in Canada.
For the past 4 years, my husband
and I have held an annual fundraising Gala to raise monies for
AWARE. It isn’t hard to do. We
encourage the generosity of our
friends and acquaintances in a
variety of ways. We have an
amazing caterer who donates his

time in preparing and providing
the food. We are lucky to have
some very talented friends who
provide the musical entertainment for the evening. We sell
tickets to our annual fundraiser
which includes the entertainment
and food but then raise further
monies by holding both a live
auction and a silent auction.
We call upon our friends and
local businesses to donate items
for the auctions which are always so much fun. It is great to
see people trying to outbid each
other on the auction items and
knowing that 100% of the monies raised are going to such a
wonderful cause, people generously open up their wallets. I
often bring back uniquely typical
items from Guatemala including
hand woven blankets and they
are always a big hit.

by Angela Kerslake
nity to inform people about
AWARE and the need for volunteers as well as the possibility of
adopting loving cats and dogs
from AWARE. We make sure
that we have a slide show, highlighting some of the animals
available for adoption at the
shelter.
Of course, the way we do it is
not the only way. You could
consider having a bowling party
or a barbecue or some other
form of get together.
So, if you are like me and wish
that there was more that you
could do to help out the animals
at AWARE, consider holding
your own fundraiser. The animals will thank you for it!
Angela Kerslake
Vancouver, B.C. Canada

The Gala is also a great opportu-

————————STATS———————
AWARE operational statistics from January 1, 2015 to October 31, 2015

compassion to all

DOGS

CATS

Rescues

100

35

Adoptions

35

23

Spay/Neuters

740

575

living things, man
will not find
peace”
Albert Schweitzer

Also, this year AWARE has logged somewhere in the region of 3000 hours worked by volunteers
from all over the world!

Recent Adoptions
This is
Gina,
who
recently
found a
loving,
warm
home in
Canada

We have had a very welcome surge of dog and cat adoptions! Many of them are now
living in a number of different places around the world! Thank you so much to all the
wonderful people who have given new lives to animals who suffered so much!
Lulu - Germany

Maio - Canada

Sherman - Canada

Tidbits - Canada

Argent - Guatemala

Maxine - England

Naomi - Canada

Frankie - England

Gina - Canada

Gaspar - Norway

Nacho - Canada

Xavi - Germany

If you are interested in adopting from outside Guatemala but are afraid that the red tape and
cost might be prohibitive, AWARE can help with advice, information, and contacts. The process and prices for each country vary, but with patience and support from AWARE’s store of
experience, your chosen companion will soon be enjoying life in the safety and comfort of
your home. For more information, e-mail us at aware.guatemala@gmail.com.
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Pitbulls & Dogos. Nature & Nurture. by Martin Leadbitter
No one – dog or human, Pit
Bull, French Poodle, or a
person born into the slums
of Herne Bay – is naturally
aggressive. All aggressive
animals have been bred and
trained to be the way they
are.
Every type of dog we know
today was created by humans in this deliberate way.
Huskies were bred for their
strength, resistance to cold
weather and ability to work
in teams; Labradors for
their keen eyesight, intelligence, and soft mouths for

retrieving ‘game’ birds; Terriers for their strength, size
and persistence. The list
includes search-and-rescue
dogs, sniffer dogs, seeingeye dogs - all bred and
trained by humans for par-

ticular uses. Pit Bulls – or
Staffordshire Terriers, to
give them their proper name
– are no exception. Just a
particularly notorious and
unworthy example.
The fact is that aggression in
dogs was bred out right
from the prehistoric start,
when wolves and/or jackals
started hanging around human encampments for
scraps of food. The dangerous ones would never have
been domesticated (allowed
into human communities
and given food) in the first
place. All modern dogs
(including Staffordshires
and other dogs bred and
trained for fighting) are by
nature friendly to humans
(and, generally, to each
other, most of the time).
Even dogs who have been
genetically designed for a
particular job still have to be
rigorously trained. Breeding
provides the required characteristics, and training develops and hones those
characteristics to produce
the skills and responses that
we then associate with par-

ticular breeds. Staffordshires and other fighting
dogs must indeed have to
undergo a particularly brutal and vicious training to
become the killers that by
nature they are not.
Dogs are quick to learn, and
respond to the same stimuli
as humans. Take any dog –
even one who has learned to
be aggressive - and give
them firmness, patience,
food and nurturing and
pretty soon you will have a
typical household pet. Many
humans do not learn as
quickly and thoroughly as
your average dog. And Staffordshire Terriers & Guatemalan Dogos are, basically,
average dogs. And Staffs
and Dogos - or any other
breed of dog - who have not
been trained to be aggressive are not, by nature, aggressive.

A Guatemalan
Dogo relaxing
at home

This article was requested by GINA ILLESCAS, who is
FED UP with all those THOUGHTLESS people who
know NOTHING about dogs and SIMPLY ASSUME
that ALL DOGS of certain breeds are always DANGEROUS. Maybe it’s THOUGHTLESSNESS that
should be banned…

Puppies Available!!!!
That´s right! Beautiful, healthy,
cuddly, cute puppies just begging to snuggle with you or keep you giggling with their adorable antics. AWARE currently
has quite a few puppies, recovered and ready for adoption. The
puppies of course come in all
shapes and sizes. Here are just a
few of our precious little friends
who are looking for a loving
home to spend their lives.

This is Sweety. She is three months old and one of the
gentlest pups we have. She is very calm and as you can
guess, very sweet.
Here are Theo and Eileen. They are brother
and sister who are about 2 months old and
very playful. They were abandoned at the
front gate a few weeks ago. They love going
for walks and wrestling with each other.
These two pups were also left at the front
gate recently. They are brother and sister.
Both have been fixed and have all their shots,
and are just begging for a safe, warm home.
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Positively Persevering

Walking the mountain trails of AWARE
during my first few hours as a volunteer, I
feel rather bummed. The situation is far
from ideal. 330 dogs, 70 cats. All living
in kennels. Receiving the essentials for
survival: food, shelter, water. As well as
some bonuses of course: medicine when
sick, an escape from the violent world of
the street or abusive owner and best of
all, some human love and attention.
But there´s no escaping the fact that
in order for these animals to enjoy these
benefits, they must spend the majority of
their day and all of their nights in pens.
That´s just the logistics of an animal shelter.
And I struggle with this. I am walking around the ground with the lovely
Xenii, the founder of AWARE, and her
dashing husband Martin, who I think
have had a combined 9 days off between
the two of them over the past decade or
so. I struggle with the idea of these wonderful people and animals spending their
lives at this shelter, no matter how beautiful the setting and beings who make it up
are.
We walk up to a kennel to look at
five dogs who begin barking and jumping
all over each other as we approach. Xenii
tells me, “Go ahead in. You can take
these guys for a walk.” “Go in!?!” I think
to myself. “These dogs are ready to bite
my head off.” However, I try to get
tough, close my eyes and hope my arm

doesn´t get completely torn off. I step in
and . . . am greeted with 5 friendly, energetic dogs, leaping up to lick my face!
These are dogs that . . . that . . . who
knows how wretched their stories may be.
Tied to a roof and abandoned? Beat by
their owner until thrown to the street?
Fought tooth and nail for soapy scraps
behind a restaurant versus other dogs willing to fight to the death? I wonder how or
why can these dogs be so happy, so
friendly, so loving?
Perseverance. That´s all it is. And for
that reason, these animals and AWARE

We have lovely dogs and cats in
our lives and they got us in theirs.
That´s enough to stay positive
about!

make the perfect match. Caring for these
animals and funding a shelter of this size
in Guatemala is no small task. I can only
begin to imagine the hardships Xenii and
the 100s of people who have helped over

by GLENN SCHEIDER Jr. M.A.

the years have experienced since they
started helping animals nearly 35 years ago.
And this year hasn´t been any different,
with the usual financial straits, the constant
flow of animals being left at the gate, the
moving on of key people, the lack of competent staff, etc., etc, etc.
But AWARE has, is and will continue
to persevere. Just like its animals. And of
course, the dream is for there to be no more
suffering animals and for AWARE to have
mostly empty kennels. That day is far off. I
know it. Xenii knows it. You know it.
Though AWARE is taking measures
through their education and spray/neuter
campaign to someday make this a reality.
And yet, on my first day as a volunteer
here, I feel deeply disheartened. However,
this feeds my excitement for the upcoming
weeks, to learn a profound lesson on the
meaning of perseverance. And how to positively persevere, because that is what these
animals and AWARE do daily.
Now, with my two weeks at AWARE
coming to a close, I must admit it is still a
bit disheartening to see all of these animals
here at the shelter. However, getting to
know the animals, the organization, and
their perseverance in the face of a very big
systemic problem has impacted me profoundly. I leave AWARE with a better understanding of how important it is to positively persevere even through the most
daunting of challenges. I will carry this
lesson with me through the rest of my travels and life.

———————————————————————————————————————————
AN ALMOST BRAND-NEW WEBSITE
We always knew that Xenii is a
pure original: unique, iconic, the
stuff of legend etc. etc. But until
now no one suspected she was
also a neologist. This, therefore,
is the official claim to Xenii’s
right to be known forever in the
annals of literature and semantics as the coiner of the word
‘barkative’.
talkative: given to talking a
great deal
“The dogs were really barkative
last night!”

BUTTONS died in May
this year at 9 years old
after a good life as a
member of the House
Cats. As you can see from
the picture, she got off to
a pretty shaky start, but
turned into a true feline
beauty. Another friend
we miss and remember
with love.

We lost the website and had to rebuild
it – another learning experience. The
work is moving ahead, and the site is
slowly taking shape, but we need your
ideas and suggestions, so please feel
free to contribute! Some professional
help would be very welcome too –
please drop us a line if you’re interested.
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AWARE (Animal Welfare Association: Rescue/
Education) is a non-profit, non-governmental charitable organization, financed
solely though private financial
and in-kind donations. Our principal aim is to reduce the suffering
of domestic animals in Guatemala. We have a permanent on-site veterinary clinic,
and provide free or low-cost animal-care to local
communities. We also run an educational outreach program. A long-term goal is the creation of
the AWARE Humane Education Centre.

AWARE operates a no-kill animal shelter. This
means that we do not euthanize any animal
brought to us, as long as we feel that she or he is
still able to live a reasonably normal and enjoyable
life. All animals that are not adopted are kept and
provided for—and you can sponsor them! AWARE
is a 501(c) (3) not-for-profit in the USA, and a registered NGO in Guatemala. All donations made

AWARE conducts spay/neuter clinics throughout the year and can
always use medical supplies and volunteers to assist.
We also need the following on an on-going basis:
•
Advantage or Frontline ( anti-flea medication)
•
metal water– and food-bowls
•
blankets
•
towels
•
deworming medicine (for dogs & for cats)
•
oral antibiotics
•
medium and large dog crates/kennels
•
leashes and collars
•
construction materials (new or used) for building cages
•
sponsorship for printing handouts and educational materials
•
a good, up-to-date computer system
and a broadband Internet connection that works - PLEASE!

Credit card and PAYPAL donations can be made online
at: www.animalaware.org, or through your own Paypal
account. The address for mailing USD checks is: AWAREGUATEMALA, PO Box 308, Wauchula, FL 33873,
USA. Make checks out to AWAREGUATEMALA, and
send us a notification e-mail, please.
In Guatemala deposits can be made directly to Banco
Agro-Mercantil (BAM), account no. 30-4001387-1 Asociación AWARE

from the USA are 100% tax deductible. (Non-profit
no. 65-1150341)

www.animalaware.org

